220                        -IHOWTRfAt CONDITION.
innovation kindly^ the' results warranted his conviction
that the .utilization" -of steam machinery'-,, would effect
the desired improvement. His Highness the Thakore
Saheb of Morvi, Kattywar, is also reported to have
brought a steam thresher and made trials in his
State,
Experiments   have been instituted by several Pro-
vincial   Agricultural   Departments   as
well as the  Military   Department to
store green grass and green fodders of all kinds in under
ground pits called silos.    The sides and bottoms of  the
pits are made water-tight by masonry   work   or  simply
well ramming them  with  clay.     The   silo   thus   con-
structed is filled with green grass   which is well trodden
and ultimately covered  up  in   a  air tight manner with
earth whfch presses upon the mass uniformly. After two
or three months, the fodder is ready to be taken out and
gtven to the cattle.    While in the silo,   the grass under-
.goes slight  fermentation as long as the air enclosed in
the holes and interstices of  the   mass  of  grass  is   not
exhausted; and as fresh air can not enter, the fermenta-
tion does not go on to an injurious extent so as to make
the grass useless.    The fodder taken  out of the silo is
called silage.    Even a coarse grass unfit for  cattle-food
in fresh state may  in   this  manner be converted  into
wholesome fodder.    Ensilaging is one of the best means
of providing green fodder for   cattle at a season  when
it is most scarce.    The  results of the trials  are very
promising,  but  as  yet the  ryots   have not  taken   to
ensilaging,